
SI 710.005: Philosophical Approaches to ICT and Social Change 
Syllabus (last updated: Jan. 6, 2017) 

 
Winter 2017 -- Mondays, 9am-noon, NQ 2185 

 
Instructor: Prof. Kentaro Toyama (toyama@umich.edu) 

3444 North Quad, School of Information 
Office hours: Thursdays 9-11am, or by appointment (see below) 

 
Course Description 
 
We examine various notions of social change and international development as theorized by 
philosophy, anthropology, economics, and other fields; consider how they differ from one 
another as drivers of social change; and look at how they relate to both interventionist and 
observational work involving information and communication technology (ICT) and social 
causes in global contexts. Students will also be expected to develop and articulate their own 
personal theories about development.  
 
This course is self-contained. There are no course prerequisites, but it is expected that students 
have a willingness to engage in introspection, class discussion, thoughtful reading and writing, 
and deep critical thinking. 
 
Learning Objectives 
 
By the end of the course, students will have… 
 

● Knowledge of the foundational philosophical concepts that underpin much of modern 
social change and international development. 

● Familiarity with some of the classic philosophy texts that describe the above concepts. 
● An understanding of the main categories of theory in modern international development.  
● An understanding of what is desirable in a theory of social change.  
● A sense for why a consistent theory of social change is critical for people engaging with 

it.  
● A defensible personal theory about social change that can be used to guide thinking and 

action that concerns technology and social causes.  
● The ability to think critically and logically about issues in technology and social change, 

and increased resistance to misleading rhetoric.  
 
 

mailto:toyama@umich.edu


Office Hours / Appointments 
 
You should feel free to go to the instructor’s office hours or to request a meeting at other times to 
discuss anything about the class. To request a meeting, go to your UMich/Google calendar, insert 
the instructor’s email under “Other calendars,” check for a mutually convenient time in the 
calendar, and send a calendar invite. You do not need to request permission to do this via a 
separate email.  
 
Assignments and Grading 
 
Grades will be assessed based on the following elements. (Grade percentages are subject to 
minor change depending on the number of students enrolled.) 
 

● Class participation (20%) 
● Reading responses (25%) 
● Discussion facilitations (15%) 
● Personal theory paper (20%) 
● Final presentation (15%) 
● Other assignments (5%) 

 
Class participation (20%) 
Most classes will be run as facilitated discussions, with much of class time spent reviewing, 
discussing, and debating the assigned readings. Your active participation is a key element of the 
course. To be able to participate meaningfully in discussion, it will be important to have read and 
digested the assigned readings.  
 
Reading responses (25%) 
Class readings form the backbone of the course. Most classes will be focused around two 
modules (labeled “Social Change as ____” below), each consisting of three readings; in most 
cases, these will be a reading involving (1) philosophy; (2) philosophy applied to social change 
and/or international development; (3) information and communication technology. The readings 
within a module are related, but they are not necessarily in agreement.  
 
A written response is expected each week. Students should bring to each class a hardcopy in 
black ink of the following:  

 
● Your name, course number (SI 710.005), and the date the assignment is due at the top.  



● A 550- to 650-word review of one of four required readings (any of the first two readings 
under each module), in which you provide a brief summary that responds to the following 
questions: 

○ What is the main point the author is trying to make? The main point is the one 
key idea that the author wants the reader to remember. It is often, but not always, 
stated explicitly. The main point will usually not be a section-by-section summary 
of the reading. 

○ What are the most compelling arguments the author makes, and why? Feel free to 
discuss more than one.  

○ What contribution can you make to support the main point? (You do not need to 
agree with the main point to do this.) Feel free to use anecdotes, analogies, 
thought experiments, research studies you’re aware of, etc.  

○ What parts of the reading do you disagree with? For at least one of the points of 
disagreement, what evidence or argument do you have to disagree? (E.g., a 
counterexample, a thought experiment, a research study, etc.) 

○ (After the second class...) Which one previous reading from this class does this 
one interact with, and how do the two compare conceptually?  

● A 100-200-word discussion of the way in which the corresponding ICT-related reading 
connects with the ideas in the other readings in the same module.  

● A separate, single-spaced, minimum 1-page, bulleted list of thoughts, comments, and 
questions that occurred to you as you engaged with all of the readings. List items do not 
need to be written in polished prose, but they should be well-organized and 
comprehensible (at least to someone familiar with the readings). Bring this document in 
hardcopy, as well -- you can use it as a basis for your participation in discussion.  

 
Discussion facilitations (15%) 
Each student will be asked to facilitate discussion for at least one module during the semester. 
Plan to take about 65-75 minutes total for one module, most of which should be discussion (as 
opposed to the facilitator presenting). Facilitators will be expected to provide some background 
to the readings (e.g., about the authors; their relevance; their historical context), to guide and 
incite discussion, and to provide fervent support for the points in the readings, even if they 
personally disagree. Facilitators are encouraged to consult other sources beyond the readings in 
preparation.  
 
Facilitators may use (or not) handouts, slides, other visual aids, etc. They should schedule a 
45-minute meeting with the instructor during the previous week to discuss their plans for 
facilitation.  
 
Personal theory paper [4000 words] (20%) 



Every student will develop a personal, high-level theory of change about how they view social 
change or international development. Throughout the course, you will be given opportunities to 
have others challenge your theory and to rework it. Your theory need not be novel – it could be 
based on elements of your personal experience, in-class readings, discussions with friends, or 
other independent reading. The goal is to arrive at a theory that resonates with you, that is 
internally consistent, that you can defend against competing theories, and that provides a 
framework for you to undertake interventionist projects or to conduct observational research. 
There will be three specific instances during the course when you will submit your evolving 
hypothesis: 
 

Class 1 [500-1500 words] – You will be asked to write about what you believe are the 
important things in attempts to cause social change or international development. [Those 
missing the first day of class will be asked to submit this before the next class.] 
 
Class 8 [2000-4000 words] – A revision or rewrite of your theory of social change 
and/or international development. Ask yourself whether points raised by the readings and 
your beliefs about them are consistent with your theory. If they are consistent, explain 
how. If they don’t seem consistent, is there a way to reconcile? Or, how are other 
viewpoints flawed? Or, will you need to change/adjust your theory? Take any challenges 
to your theory seriously and address them.  
 
Class 12 [4000 words] – Your last revision (as far as this class is concerned) of your 
theory. Further integrate readings and discussion. Include the following elements: What 
theories of development or social change does your theory most align with? Does your 
theory allow you to predict anything about future technologies and their interaction with 
society? Does your theory result in any recommendations for ICT-and-social-change 
projects?  

 
Presentation (15%) 
Toward the end of the course, each student will present their own theory of social change in a 
15-20 minute presentation.  
 
Other assignments (5%) 
There will be small assignments other than the above throughout the course, mostly conducted in 
class. These will be scored pass/fail.  
 
Special Accommodation 
 



If you need any special accommodation during the semester – e.g., for a disability, for scheduled 
conflicts, for illness, for work interviews, etc. – please let the professor know as far in advance as 
possible. Students with forms from Services for Students with Disabilities should submit the 
form at the beginning of the semester, or as soon as it is available. Arrangements will be made 
for understandable issues to the extent possible. 
 
Late Assignments 
 
All late assignments lose 5% of the value of the assignment for each day the assignment is late, 
counting weekends. If you anticipate having a valid excuse, please inform the instructor in 
advance to negotiate an extension. 
 
Technology in the Classroom 
 
As a general rule, the use of digital devices will not be allowed during class since they inhibit 
face-to-face discussion. If you’d like to have the readings with you, please bring hardcopy 
printouts.  
 
 
Readings 
 
In many cases, we will only read excerpts from longer work. Wherever a text below is 
immediately followed by a bulleted list, read only the chapters/sections indicated in the bullets. 
For example, you are not expected to read all of Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations. (However, if 
there are no bullets, read the cited work in its entirety.) 
 

 
Class 01 (Jan. 9) 

 
 
Introduction 
 

 
No class (Jan. 16) 

 
 

 
Class 02 (Jan. 23) 

 



 
Social Change as Economic Growth 
 
Smith, Adam. (1776; 1904). An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations. 
Edwin Cannan, ed. Methuen & Co. Ltd.  

● Vol. I, Book I, Chap. 1: Of the Division of Labor 
http://www.econlib.org/library/Smith/smWN1.html 

● Vol. I, Book IV, Chap. 2: Of Restraints upon the Importation from Foreign Countries of 
such Goods as can be Produced at Home 
http://www.econlib.org/library/Smith/smWN13.html 

 
Baumol, William J., Litan, Robert E., & Schramm, Carl J. (2007). Good Capitalism, Bad 
Capitalism, and the Economics of Growth and Prosperity. Yale University Press.  

● Chap. 2: Why Economic Growth Matters 
 
Jensen, Robert. (2007). The digital provide: Information (technology), market performance, and 
welfare in the South Indian fisheries sector. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 879-924. 
http://qje.oxfordjournals.org/content/122/3/879.full.pdf  

● Read details regarding context, impact, and mechanism. Skim the rest; you do not need to 
digest the statistical details or mathematical proofs.  

 
Social Change as Happiness 
 
Bentham, Jeremy. (1781). An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation. 
http://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/bentham-an-introduction-to-the-principles-of-morals-and-legislati
on 

● Chap. I: Of the Principle of Utility  
● Chap. IV: Value of a Lot of Pleasure or Pain, How to be Measured  

 
Diener, Ed; Lucas, Richard; Schimmack, Ulrich; Helliwell, John. (2009). Well-Being for 
Public Policy. Series in Positive Psychology. Oxford University Press. 

● Chap. 4: Contributions of Well-Being Measures 
 
Arora, Payal, & Rangaswamy, Nimmi. (2013). Digital leisure for development: Reframing 
new media practice in the Global South. Media, Culture & Society, 35(7), 898-905. 
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0163443713495508  
 

 
Class 03 (Jan. 30) 

http://www.econlib.org/library/Smith/smWN1.html#B.I,%20Ch.1,%20Of%20the%20Division%20of%20Labor
http://qje.oxfordjournals.org/content/122/3/879.full.pdf
http://www.econlib.org/library/Smith/smWN13.html#B.IV,%20Ch.2,%20Of%20Restraints%20upon%20the%20Importation%20from%20Foreign%20Countries
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0163443713495508
http://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/bentham-an-introduction-to-the-principles-of-morals-and-legislation
http://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/bentham-an-introduction-to-the-principles-of-morals-and-legislation


 
 
Social Change as Design and Technology 
 
White, Lynn Townsend. (1962). Medieval Technology and Social Change. London: Oxford 
University Press. https://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=acls;idno=heb01086#  

● Chap. 1: Stirrup, Mounted Shock Combat, Feudalism, and Chivalry (pp. 1-38) 
 
IDEO. (2009). The Field Guide to Human-Centered Design. Free PDF available at 
http://www.designkit.org/resources/1  

● Introduction 
● Mindsets 

 
International Development Design Summit. (2014). Final Documentation: ICT & Maternal 
Health. http://www.idin.org/sites/default/files/resources/ICT%20for%20Health.pdf  
 
Social Change as Liberalism 
 
Rawls, John. (1971). A Theory of Justice. Harvard University Press. 

● Chapter II. The Principles of Justice, Sections 10-14.  
 
Fajgelbaum, P. D., & Khandelwal, A. K. (2016). Measuring the unequal gains from trade. The 
Quarterly Journal of Economics, 131(3):1113-1180. 
http://qje.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2016/07/14/qje.qjw013.full  

● Section I: Introduction (pp. 1113-1120)  
 
Zuckerberg, Mark. (2013). Is Internet connectivity a human right? Internet.org.  
 

 
Class 04 (Feb. 6) 

 
 
Social Change as Social Justice 
 
Engels, Friedrich. (1847; 1993). The Principles of Communism. Paul Sweezy, trans. 
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1847/11/prin-com.htm  
 
Nkrumah, Kwame. (1965). Neo-Colonialism: The Last Stage of Imperialism. Thomas Nelson & 
Sons, Ltd.  

http://qje.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2016/07/14/qje.qjw013.full
http://www.idin.org/sites/default/files/resources/ICT%20for%20Health.pdf
http://www.designkit.org/resources/1
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1847/11/prin-com.htm
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=acls;idno=heb01086


● Introduction 
https://www.marxists.org/subject/africa/nkrumah/neo-colonialism/introduction.htm  

● Chap. 18: The Mechanisms of Neo-Colonialism 
https://www.marxists.org/subject/africa/nkrumah/neo-colonialism/ch01.htm  

 
Pepper, Robert; Garrity, John. (2015). ICTs, income inequality, and ensuring inclusive 
growth. In Dutta S., Geiger, T., Lanvin, B., eds. The Global Information Technology Report 
2015. World Economic Forum. Chap. 1.2, pp. 31-38. 
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Global_IT_Report_2015.pdf  
 
Social Change as Revolution 
 
Locke, John. (1689; 1764). Two Treatises of Government.  

● Book II, Chap. IX: Of the Ends of Political Society and Government. 
http://www.johnlocke.net/two-treatises-of-government-book-ii/#CHAPTER_IX  

● Book II, Chap. XIX: Of the Dissolution of Government. 
http://www.johnlocke.net/two-treatises-of-government-book-ii/#CHAPTER_XIX  

 
Sharp, Gene. (2013). How Nonviolent Struggle Works. Albert Einstein Institute. 
http://www.aeinstein.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/How-Nonviolent-Struggle-Works.pdf  

● Chapters 1-2, pp. 3-20: The Nature and Control of Political Power; Nonviolent Action: 
An Active Technique of Struggle. 

 
Hasan, Shaddi; Ben-David, Yahel; Fanti, Giulia; Brewer, Eric; Shenker, Scott. (2013). 
Building dissent networks: Towards effective countermeasures against large-scale 
communications blackouts. In 3rd USENIX Workshop on Free and Open Communications on the 
Internet. https://www.usenix.org/system/files/conference/foci13/foci13-hasan.pdf  
 

 
Class 05 (Feb. 13) 

 
 
Social Change as Consciousness-Raising 
 
Wollstonecraft, Mary. (1792; 2000). A Vindication of the Rights of Woman. Renascence 
Editions. https://scholarsbank.uoregon.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1794/785/vindication.pdf  

● Chapter XIII 
 

http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Global_IT_Report_2015.pdf
http://www.aeinstein.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/How-Nonviolent-Struggle-Works.pdf
https://www.marxists.org/subject/africa/nkrumah/neo-colonialism/ch01.htm
https://www.marxists.org/subject/africa/nkrumah/neo-colonialism/introduction.htm
http://www.johnlocke.net/two-treatises-of-government-book-ii/#CHAPTER_IX
http://www.johnlocke.net/two-treatises-of-government-book-ii/#CHAPTER_XIX
https://scholarsbank.uoregon.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1794/785/vindication.pdf
https://www.usenix.org/system/files/conference/foci13/foci13-hasan.pdf


Freire, Paulo. (1970; 2009). Pedagogy of the Oppressed, 30th Anniversary Edition. Continuum 
International Publishing Group.  

● Chapter 1, pp. 43-69.  
 
Byker, Erik J. (2014). ICT oriented toward nyaya: community computing in India's slums 
International Journal of Education and Development using Information and Communication 
Technology, 10(2):19-28. http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1071284.pdf  
 
Social Change as Dignity and Human Rights 
 
Kant, Immanuel. (1785; 2004). Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysics of Morals. T. K. 
Abbot (trans.). Project Gutenberg. 
http://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/5682/pg5682-images.html  

● “Transition from Popular Moral Philosophy to the Metaphysic of Morals” to the end.  
 
United Nations General Assembly. (1948). The Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
United Nations.  http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/  
 
Best, Michael L. (2004). Can the internet be a human right? Human Rights & Human Welfare, 
4(1):23-31. 
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.501.4365&rep=rep1&type=pdf  
 

 
Class 06 (Feb. 20)

 
 
Social Change as Democracy 
 
Mill, John Stuart. (1861; 1977). The Collected Works of John Stuart Mill, Volume XIX - Essays 
on Politics and Society Part II, ed. John M. Robson.Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 
London: Routledge and Kegan Paul. 
http://lf-oll.s3.amazonaws.com/titles/234/Mill_0223-19_EBk_v6.0.pdf  

● Considerations on Representative Government, Chap. III: That the Ideally Best Form of 
Government Is Representative Government.  

 
Fukuyama, Francis. (1989). The end of history? The National Interest, (16):3-18. 
 

http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1071284.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://lf-oll.s3.amazonaws.com/titles/234/Mill_0223-19_EBk_v6.0.pdf
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.501.4365&rep=rep1&type=pdf
http://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/5682/pg5682-images.html


Avgerou, Chrisanthi. (2013). Explaining trust in IT-mediated elections: a case study of e-voting 
in Brazil. Journal of the Association for Information Systems, 14(8):420-451. 
http://aisel.aisnet.org/jais/vol14/iss8/2/  
 
Social Change as Freedom 
 
Hayek, Friedrich A. (1945). The Road to Serfdom, Condensed Version. Reader’s Digest. 
http://iea.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/files/upldbook43pdf.pdf 
 
Sen, Amartya. (1999). Development as Freedom. Oxford University Press.  

● Introduction: Development as Freedom. 
● Chapter 1: The Perspective of Freedom. 

 
Kleine, Dorothea. (2010). ICT4WHAT?—Using the choice framework to operationalise the 
capability approach to development. Journal of International Development, 22(5):674-692. 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.1719/abstract;jsessionid=3BFEE4C51B30D1EE0
D561FF899B31DEE.f04t03  
 

 
No class (Feb. 27) 

 
 

 
Class 07 (Mar. 6) 

 
 
Social Change as Institutions 
 
Weber, Max. (1956; 1978) Economy and Society, University of California Press. 

● Chapter IX: Bureaucracy.  
 
Evans, Peter; Heller, Patrick. (2015). Human Development, State Transformation, and the 
Politics of the Developmental State. In The Oxford Handbook of Transformations of the State. S. 
Leibfried, E. Huber, M. Lange, J. D. Levy, and J. D. Stephens (eds.). Oxford Univesrity Press. 
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com.proxy.lib.umich.edu/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199691586.
001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199691586-e-37  
 
Bass, Julian. M.; Nicholson, Brian; Subhramanian, Easwaran. (2013). A framework using 
institutional analysis and the capability approach in ICT4D. Information Technologies & 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.1719/abstract;jsessionid=3BFEE4C51B30D1EE0D561FF899B31DEE.f04t03
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com.proxy.lib.umich.edu/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199691586.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199691586-e-37
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.1719/abstract;jsessionid=3BFEE4C51B30D1EE0D561FF899B31DEE.f04t03
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com.proxy.lib.umich.edu/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199691586.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199691586-e-37
http://aisel.aisnet.org/jais/vol14/iss8/2/
http://iea.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/files/upldbook43pdf.pdf


International Development, 9(1):19-35. 
http://itidjournal.org/index.php/itid/article/viewFile/1028/423  
 
Social Change as Enlightened Leadership 
 
Confucius. (; 2013). The Great Learning. A. Charles Muller (trans.). 
http://www.acmuller.net/con-dao/greatlearning.html  
 
Gilson, Ronald & Milhaupt, Curtis. (2011). Economically benevolent dictators: lessons for 
developing democracies. American Journal of Comparative Law, 59(1):227-288. 
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/ascl/ajcl/2011/00000059/00000001/art00006  
 
Blumenstock, Joshua; Cadamuro, Gabriel; On, Robert. (2015). Predicting poverty and 
wealth from mobile phone metadata. Science, 350(6264):1073-1076. 
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/350/6264/1073.full.pdf?ijkey=jl1FOo2RaNJQk&keyty
pe=ref&siteid=sci  
 

 
Class 08 (Mar. 13) 

 
 
Second paper on personal theory of social change paper due. 
 
Social Change as Pragmatism 
 
James, William. (1898). Philosophical conceptions and practical results. University Chronicle, 
1(4):287-310.  
 
Banerjee, Abhijit; Duflo, Esther. (2012). Poor Economics: A Radical rethinking of the Way to 
Fight Global Poverty. PublicAffairs. 

● Chapter 1: Think Again, Again 
● Last chapter: In Place of a Sweeping Conclusion 

 
Jackson, Steven J.; Pompe, Alex; Krieshok, Gabriel. (2012). Repair worlds: maintenance, 
repair, and ICT for development in rural Namibia. In Proceedings of the ACM 2012 conference 
on Computer Supported Cooperative Work (CSCW '12), 107-116. ACM. 
 

 
Class 09 (Mar. 20) 

http://www.acmuller.net/con-dao/greatlearning.html
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/350/6264/1073.full.pdf?ijkey=jl1FOo2RaNJQk&keytype=ref&siteid=sci
http://itidjournal.org/index.php/itid/article/viewFile/1028/423
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/350/6264/1073.full.pdf?ijkey=jl1FOo2RaNJQk&keytype=ref&siteid=sci
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/ascl/ajcl/2011/00000059/00000001/art00006


 
 
Social Change as Education 
 
Aristotle. (350 BCE; 1984). Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics. H. G. Apostle, trans. Peripatetic 
Press.  

● Book A 
● Book B 

 
Psacharopoulos, George, & Patrinos, Harry A. (2004). Returns to investment in education: a 
further update. Education Economics, 12(2):111-134. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0964529042000239140  
 
Chen, Zhenghao; Alcorn, Brandon; Christensen, Gayle; Eriksson, Nicholas; Koller, 
Daphne; Emanuel, Ezekiel J. (2015). Who’s benefiting from MOOCs, and why. Harvard 
Business Review, Sept. 22, 2015. https://hbr.org/2015/09/whos-benefiting-from-moocs-and-why  
 
Social Change as Aspiration 
 
Maslow, Abraham. (1943; 1987). Motivation and Personality, 3rd Edition. R. Frager, J. 
Fadiman, C. McReynolds, R. Cox (rev.). Addison Wesley Longman. 

● Chapter 2: A Theory of Human Motivation 
● Chapter 3: Gratification of Basic Needs 
● Chapter 5: The Hierarchy of Needs 

 
Appadurai, Arjun. (2004). The capacity to aspire. In Rao, V., and M. Walton (eds.), Culture 
and Public Action. Orient Blackswan. 
 
Pal, Joyojeet; Lakshmanan, Meera; Toyama, Kentaro. (2007). “My child will be respected”: 
Parental perspectives on computers in rural India. In Proceedings of the International 
Conference on Information and Communication Technologies and Development 2007 
(ICTD2007), pp. 1-9. IEEE. 
 
 

 
Class 10 (Mar. 27) 

 
 
Social Change as Societal Development 

https://hbr.org/2015/09/whos-benefiting-from-moocs-and-why
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0964529042000239140


 
Hegel, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich. (1899; 1956). The Philosophy of History. Dover. 

● Introduction, Section III: Philosophical History (pp. 8-79).  
 
Inglehart, Ronald; Welzel, Christian. (2005). Modernization, Culture Change, and 
Democracy: The Human Development Sequence. Cambridge University Press.  

● Introduction 
● Chapter 1: A Revised Theory of Modernization 

 
Toyama, Kentaro. (2015). Geek Heresy: Rescuing Social Change from the Cult of Technology. 
PublicAffairs.  

● Chap. 9: “Gross National Wisdom” 
● Chap. 10, first section: Nurturing Change, up until “Of Geeks and Gurus” 

 
Social Change as Communitarianism 
 
Etzioni, Amitai. (1994). The Spirit of Community: The Reinvention of American Society. 
Touchstone.  

● Introduction: A New Moral, Social, Public Order---Without Puritanism or Oppression 
(pp. 1-22) 

● Chapter 1: The Moral Voice (pp. 23-53) 
 
Morrice, David. (2000). The Liberal-Communitarian Debate in Contemporary Political 
Philosophy and Its Significance for International Relations. Review of International Studies, 
26(2):233-251. http://www.jstor.org/stable/20097672  
 
Albirini, Abdulkafi. (2006). Cultural perceptions: The missing element in the implementation of 
ICT in developing countries. International Journal of Education and Development using ICT, 
2(1). http://ijedict.dec.uwi.edu/viewarticle.php?id=146  
 

 
Class 11 (Apr. 3) 

 
 
Social Change as Impossibility 
 
Popper, Karl. (1944). The Poverty of Historicism, II. A Criticism of Historicist Methods. 
Economica, 11(43), new series, 119-137. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2550285  
 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/2550285
http://ijedict.dec.uwi.edu/viewarticle.php?id=146
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20097672


Cole, Teju. (2012). The White-Savior Industrial Complex. Atlantic, Mar. 21, 2012. 
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/03/the-white-savior-industrial-complex/2
54843/  
 
Baumer, Eric P.; Silberman, M. Six. (2011). When the implication is not to design 
(technology). In Proceedings of the SIGCHI Conference on Human Factors in Computing 
Systems (pp. 2271-2274). ACM. http://dl.acm.org/citation.cfm?id=1979275  
 
Social Change as Religion and Spirituality (as chosen by the class) 
 
De Botton, Alain. (2012). Religion for Atheists: A Non-Believer’s Guide to the Uses of Religion. 
Pantheon Books. 

● Chap. I: Wisdom without Doctrine 
● Chap. III: Kindness 

 
Laitin, David D. (1978). Religion, political culture, and the Weberian tradition. World Politics, 
30(4):563-592. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2009987  
 
Bell, Genevieve. (2006). No More SMS from Jesus: Ubicomp, Religion and Techno-spiritual 
Practices. In: Dourish P., Friday A. (eds) UbiComp 2006: Ubiquitous Computing. UbiComp 
2006. Lecture Notes in Computer Science, vol 4206. Springer. 
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/11853565_9  
 
 

 
Class 12 (Apr. 10) 

 
 
Student Presentations 
 

 
Class 13 (Apr. 17) 

 
 
[Final Papers Due] 
 
Student Presentations 
 
Conclusion 

http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/03/the-white-savior-industrial-complex/254843/
http://dl.acm.org/citation.cfm?id=1979275
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/03/the-white-savior-industrial-complex/254843/
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/11853565_9
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2009987


 


